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Director General {Secretary-level}

q{rtrffi{orrq?rr
Election Commissian of lndia

D.O. No. s90/r r r D EM/Cff/tDEA/ 2026

Date; 10n March, 2026

-J

Sub; Three academic initiatives aimed at strengthening research, academic engagement, and

student participation in the field of democracy and election rnanagement

Dean ei4 E(ruranal 2l&uru,

The lndia lnternational lnstitute of Democracy and Election Management {lllDEM has

launched three academic initiatives airned at strengthening research, academic engagement, and

student participation in the field of democracy and election managernent on 6th March 2026.

2. These initiatives have been introduced in the context of lndia's Chairship of the Council of
Member5tatesofInternationa|lDEAfor2o26,5uidedbythetheme"w
PracduL n"titiunt or :
3. The three initiatives include:

l. lntemational Academic Conference on Democracy and Election Management

A call for abstracts has been announced forthe lnternational Academic Conference to be held on
18-19 June 2025 at the lllDEM Campus, New Delhi, bringing together faculty members and
research scholars to engage in evidence-based dialogue.on contemporary issues in democratic
governance and election ma nagement.

l!. Student Connect - Research Challenge on Democraqy and Election Management

A research cornpetition open to Undergraduate and Postgraduate students, encouraging
comparatr've research on electoral systems, legal framework, institutional arrangements, and

innovations adopted by Election Management Bodies across countries.

lll. lllDEM Academic Outreach Programrne on Democracy and Election Management

A programrne designed to facilitate one-day immersive academic visits to the IIIDEM campus,

enabling students and faculty to interact with election practitioners and gain insights into the
operational aspects of election management in'lndia.

4. I would appreciate your support in disseminating this information among academic
insfitutions in your StatelUT so that interested participants may benefit from these opportunities,
You may also kindly arrange to share printouts of the attached posters and brochures with academic
institution s in your State/UT, ava ila ble at: httns://bit. lU/40asQlU

Zilana ,rc4mda,

Yours

(Ra kesh

Chief Electoral Oificers of
all States and Union Territories

lndia lnternational lnstitute of Democracy and Election Management (lllDfm)
Flol i.lrr. 1 , Sector 1 3, D.rorkcr, New Delhi- 1 I 0078, Tei- : 01 I -25*lC'Jd4B, 01 

.l -2803 I 643, E-mail: og iiidem@ecigcv. in

Election Gornn:lsslon of lndia, Nivrchon Soc'rn, AshoLo Roo<i, Nev Deihi- i 
,j000 
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The lndia lnternational lnstitute of Democracy and Election l\4anagement (lllDEM) invites

students, research scholars, and faculty members from lndian universities to participate in

its lllDEM Acadernic Outreach Programme on Democracy and Election Management. The

programme is designed as a short-duration, in-person academic immersion that provides

participants with direct exposure to the practical dimensions of election administration and

democratic governance.

Through practitioner-led sessions, hands-on demonstrations, and interactive discussions,

the programme enables participants to engage with the functioning of electoral institu-
tions, understand contemporary challenges in election management, and connect academ-

ic learning with real-world practice.

l. About ll|DEM

The Election Commission of lndia (ECl) established the lndia lnternational lnstitute of
Democracy and Election Management (lllDEM) in June 201 I as a centre of excellence to
strengthen democratic governance and professional election management. Built on lndia's
globally recognised experience of conducting free, fair, and credible elections at an unpar-

alleled scale, lllDEM serves as a global hub for knowledge, training, research, and dialogue

on democracy and elections.

It brings together election practitioners, academics, and institutions from lndia and across

the world to share best practices, innovate, and respond to emerging electoral challeng-

es. Since its inception, lllDEM has conducted over 
.l 

40 international programmes, training
morethan3,000participantsfroml4l countries,alongsidehundredsof domestictraining
programmes annually, and now operates from a dedicated campus in Dwarka, New Delhi.



2. About lndia's Chairship of lnternational IDEA

lndia's assumption of the Chairship of the Council of Member States of International IDEA

f or 2O26, under the leadership of the Chief Election Commissioner of lndia, presents a

unique opportunity to deepen academic engagement with electoral management and dem-

ocratic governance.

As the India lnternational lnstitute of Democracy and Election Management (lllDEM) func-
tions as a global resource centre in this domain, this provides an opportunity to facilitate
structured academic engagement with students, researchers and faculty members from
various lndian universities of repute to the practice of election management, lndia's demo-

cratic experience, and its growing role in shaping qlobal democratic norms.

3. About lllDEM Academic Outreach Programme

The ll|DEM Academic Outreach Programme on Democracy and Election Management is a

short-duration, in-person academic engagement designed for students, research scholars,

and faculty members from lndian universities. Conducted at the lllDEM campus in New

Delhi, the programme facilitates direct engagement with the institutional, legal, and opera-

tional dimensions of election management and democratic governance.

The programme is organised around five interrelated dimensions encompassing insti-
tutional orientation, practical exposure. global perspectives, practitioner interaction, and

research orientation. Participants gain structured insights into lndia's electoral system,

the constitutional mandate and institutional functioning of the Election Commission of
lndia, and the legal and administrative frameworks that support the conduct of free and

fair elections. Core components of the electoral cycle-including planning, coordination,

logistics, and risk management-are explored through experiential learning methods such

as demonstrations, simulations, and scenario-based exercises, including mock polling and

counting processes.

ln alignment with lndia's Chairship of the Council of Member States of lnternational IDEA

{or 2O26, the programme situates national electoral practices within a broader comparative

and international context. Participants engage with the mandate of lnternational IDEA, ln-
dia's Chairship priorities and thematic focus areas, and internationally recognised electoral

standards and best practices, enabling comparative reflection on election management

across democratic systems.

The programme emphasises sustained interaction between academic participants and

election practitioners through interactive sessions led by senior election offrcials and

lllDEM faculty. These engagements provide practical perspectives on contemporary

electoral challenges and highlight the relevance of policy-oriented and applied research in

strengthening electoral institutions. The programrne also familiarises participants with in-
ternship. research opportunities, fellowships, and academic engagernent avenues at lllDEM,

supporting continued scholarly interest in electoral studies, public policy, and democratic
governance.

I
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Target Participants

. Undergraduate, Postgraduate students, PhD scholars, and early-career faculty
. members from UGC recognised universities.

. Disciplines including, but not limited to. Management, Political Science, Public Ad-

ministration, Law lnternational Relations, Public Policy, Technology, and allied fields

. Participants will attend in institutional cohorts, with faculty members accompanying

student groups

Benefits to Participants

Participation in the lllDEM Academic Outreach Programme offers the following aca-

demic and prolessional benefits.

Direct institutional exposure to the Election Commission of lndia and lllDEM. en-

abling participants to understand the constitutional, legal, and operational founda-

tions of election management in lndia.

Practice-oriented learning through simulations, demonstrations, and scenar-

io-based exercises covering key stages of the electoral cycle, including polling and

counting processes.

lnteraction with senior election practitioners and experts, providing insights into

contemporary electoral challenges and administrative decision-making.

Comparative and global perspectlves on democracy and election management

through engagement with lnternational IDEA's mandate, international electoral stan-
dards, and global best practices.

Programme Duration and Structure

. Duration: One day programme per cohort

. Mode and Venue: ln-person, at lllDEM, Dwarka, New Delhi

' Batch Size: Approximately 25-40 participants per programme



Logistics and Facilities

Travel to and from the lllDEM campus, New Delhi, shall be arranged by the partici-
pating Universiiy/lnstitution. Any costs incurred towards travel will be borne by the

respective institution or cohort.

lllDEM will provide working lunch and refreshments to allparticipants during the
programme.

For cohorts travelling from outside Delhi/NCR, accommodation may be made avail-

able at the lllDEM hostel, subject to availability, on a payment basis. Further details

regarding charges and booking procedures will be qommunicated separately.

https;i /forms. gle/JksDrAZbxB3274B8j,

Scan the QR code given below
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In the context of lndia's Chairship of the Council of Member States of lnternational IDEA

{or 2026, the lndia lnlernational lnstitute of Democracy and Election Management (lllDEM),

Election Commission of lndia, proposes to convene a lnternational Academic Confer-

ence on Democracy and Election Management on 'l8th-l9th June 2026. The Conference

is envisaged as a platform bringing together faculty and research scholars to engage irr

informed and evidence-based dialogue on contemporary issues in democratic governance

and election management.

In this regard, lllDEM invites abstracts on various aspects of democracy and election

management, aligned with the thematic priorities of lndia's Chairship of lnternational IDEA.

The Conference seeks to encourage policy-relevant, comparative, and practitioner-orient-

ed research that bridges tlreory and practice and contributes to knowledge-sharing and

capacity-building efforts at national and international levels.

1. About lllDEM

The Election Commission of lndia has established the lndia lnternational lnstitute of
Democracy and Election Management (lllDEM) as a global resource centre in the field of
democracy and election management. lllDEM is also supporting ECl, which has assumed

the Chairship of the Council of t/ember States of lnternational IDEA for 2026.

2. About lndia's Chairship of lnternational IDEA

lndia has assumed the Clrairship of the Council of Member States of lnternational IDEA for

2026,led by the Chief Election Commissioner of lndia, bringing a practitioner-led perspec-

tive to global democratic governance. Guided by the theme "Democracy for an inclusive,
peaceful, resilient and sustainable world," rooted in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, the Chair-

ship reflects lndia's commitment to inclusive and sustainable development while sharing

lessons from the world's largest democracy.



Supported by lltDEM in close collaboration with International IDEA, the Chairship is an-
chored in two pillars-Reimagining Democracy for the Future and Strengthening lndepen-
dent and Prolessional EMBs-with lllDEM coordinating with lnternational IDEA, ECI and

Chief Electoral Officers, other Election Management Bodies for implementation of thematic
priorities.

3. About Thematic Priorities of lndia's Chairship

The thematic priorities under lndia's Chairship are spread across three implementaiion
categories:

. Category A (CT): Global Roadmaps, Policy Briefs, Knowledge Products and

Tools

. Category B (MS): Model lnternational Electoral Standards

. Category C (BP): Global Best Practices and lnnovations in Electoral Processes

The thematic priorities have further been grouped as follows:

'i Promoting De-

mocracy

GTI - Democracy that Delivers

GT2 - Democracy in 2050

BP21 - Democracy for Peaceful Co-existence amidst Diversity

BP22 - Democracy for the Empowerment of Marginalized

Sections of Society

BP23 - Democracy for Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Devel-

opment

BP24 - Democracy for Accelerating Sustainable Development

Goals

2 Legal

Framework

MS'l - Laws and Rules Governing Electoral Democracies

MS2 - Legal Framework of Election Management Body and

lndependence

? Po!ilicel

Parties & Candi-

dates

MS4 - Ballot Access for Political Parties and Candidates

BP9 - Transparency of Elections - Political Parties as Concur-

rent Auditors

BP10 - Regulation of Political Parties



4 Voter

Registration

M53 - Voter Registration and Voter Registers

BPl - Eligibility of Electors

BP2 - Purity of Electoral Rolis

BP3 - Ease of Voter Registration

BP4 - Ease of Access to the Voter Register

BP6 - Ease of Political Participation in Voter Begistration

BP7 - Technology-driven Voter Registration

BPB - Grievance Redressal in Voter Registration

E Electoral Cam-
paigns

MS5 - Democratic Electoral Campaigns

MSl l - Elections, Media, and Voter Education

BPI 1 - Model Code of Conduct for Campaigns

BPI9 - Tackling Misin{ormation and Disinformation in Elec-

tions

BP20 - Regulating Media Campaigns

6 Balloting MS7 - Balloting, including Eleqtronic Voting Machines, Postal

Ballots / Ballot Systems

BPs - Ease of ldentifrcation at the Ballot

BP13 - Electronic Voting Machines

BPI4 - Postal Ballot System

BPI5 - Polling Day 0perations

7 Counting &

Results

MS8 - Counting and Tabulating Besults

BPl 6 - Robuslness of Counting Process

Election Tech-

nology

GT3 - Artificial lntelligence and Elections

MS10 - Election Technology

BP18 - lntegrated Technotogy Platforms

9 Election

Observation

MS9 - Electorai Observers

BP17 - lnternational Election Visitors Programme

t0 Electoral Plan-

ning & Risk

GT4 - Risk Management and Electoral Resilience

GTS - Training and Capacity Building of EMBs

BP1 2 - Maintaining Law and Order

BP25 - Electoral Planning



il Electoral

Finance'

GT6 - Sustainable Finance for EMBs and Cost of Elections

MS6 - Campaign Finance and Expenditure

4. About the Conference

The lnternational Academic Conference on Democracy and Election Management serves

as a forum with global relevance, where academic research meets operational excellence.

While the study of democracy often resides in theoretical frameworks, the actual manage-

ment of elections requires robust, scalable, and resilient practitioner-led solutions. This

Conference aims to synchronize these two worlds. The Conference will be held on 18th-

I9th June 2A26 al lllDEM Campus in Sector I3, Dwarka, New Delhi.

To align with the global and comparative orientation of lndia's Chairship of lnternational

IDEA, submissions are expected to adopt a cross-country analytical perspective.

Abstracts should clearly indicate the proposed comparative scope. Full papers must

include a comparative analysis involving at least five other countries, examining legal

frameworks, institutional arrangements, practices, innovations, or outcomes relevant to
the selected thematic priority. Submissions are not restricted to individual authors; joint

submissions by multiple authors are also welcome.

httos:// fo rrn s. slei k2ivoVpiTuWBRKZAm6

by the deadline of 3l st March,2A26.ln case of multiple authors, one author must be clearly

designated as the corresponding author for all offrcial communication with lllDEM.
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Notifrcations regarding the acceplance of abstracts will be communicated by 15th April

2026. Following the acceptance of their abstract, authors will be required to submit a full

paper by i Sth lt/lay 2026, adhering to the specifrc Auidelines provided by lllDEM. All aulhors

who successfully submit a full paper that meets the rigorous peer-review standards will

be formally invited to present their research and findings at the lnternational Academic

Conference on Democracy and Election Management, Outstanding papers presented at the

Conference may be recognized through the conferment of a Best Paper Award as decided

by the Evaluation Committee constituted by lllDEM. All papers presented at the Conference

will be considered for inch:sion in the official proceedings of the Conference.

lmportant Dates:

. Abstract Submission Deadline: 3Ist March 2026

. Notification of Acceptance (from IIIDEM): 'l Sth April 2026

. Full Paper Submission: 15th May 2026

. lnvitation to Conference (from lllDEM): 20th May 2026

. Date of Conference: 18th-19th June 2025

Please note that there is no registration fee for the Conference. Logistical details for
presenters will be communicated with the invitation to the Conference. The Conference

will also be open to participants interested in attending the sessions without presenting a

paper. Details regarding registration, including a separate registration form, will be commu-
nicated at a later date.
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'1.

lllDEM invites undergraduate and postgraduate students to participate in Student Connect

- Besearch Challenge on Democracy and Election Management, a irrternational-level

research competition aimed at fostering rigorous academic engagement with contempo-

rary issues in democracy and election management.

The competition encourages students to systematically examine, compare, and document
models, standards, and best practices adopted by Election Management Bodies (EMBs)

across the world, using credible secondary sources. Through structured comparative

analysis aligned with the thematic priorities of lndia's Chairship of lnternational IDEA, the

initiative seeks to nurture analytical skills, policy-oriented thinking, and evidence-based

research among students.

l. About ll|DEM

The Election Commission of lndia has established the lndia lnternational lnstitute of
Democracy and Election Management 0llDEM) as a global resource centre in the field of
democracy and election management. lllDEM is supporting ECl, which has assumed the

Chairship of the Council of Member States of lnternational IDEA for 2026.

For more details, please visit https://iiicien':.eci. gov. in/

2. About lndia's Chairship of lnternational IDEA

lndia has assumed the Chairship of the Council of ti4ember States of lnternational IDEA for

2026,|ed by the Chief Election Commissioner of lndia, bringing a practitioner-led perspec-

tive to global democratic governance. Guided by the theme "Democracy for an inclusive,

peaceful, resilient and sustainable world," rooted in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, the Chair-

ship reflects lndia's commitment to inclusive and sustainable development while sharing

lessons from the world's largest democracy.

I



Supported by lllDEM in close collaboration with International IDEA, the Chairship is an-

chored in two pillars-Reimagining Democracy for the Future and Strengthening lndepen-

dent and Professional EMBs-with lllDEM coordinating with lnternational IDEA, ECI and

Chief Electoral Officers, other Election Management Bodies for implementation of thematic
priorities.

3. About Thematic Priorities of lndia's Chairship

The thematic priorities under lndia's Chairship are spread across three implementation

categories:

. Category A (GT): Global Roadmaps, Policy Briefs, Knowledge Products and

Tools

. Category B (MS): Model lnternational Electoral Standards

. Category C (BP): Global Best Practices and lnnovations in Electoral Processes

The thematic priorities have further been grouped as follows:

I

I Promoting

Democracy

GTl - Democracy that Delivers

GT2 - Democracy in 2050

BP21 - Democracy for Peaceful Co-existence amidst Diversity

BP22 - Democracy for the Empowerment of lilarginalized

Sections of Society

BP23 - Democracy for Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Devel-

opment

BP24: Democracy for Accelerating Sustainable Development

Goals

2 Legal

Framework

MSl - Laws and Bules Governing Electoral Democracies

MS2 - Legal Framework of Election Management Body and

lndependence

J Political

Parties &

Candidates

MS4 - Ballot Access for Political Parties and Candidates

BP9 - Transparency of Elections - Political Parties as Concur-

rent Auditors

BP10 - Begulation of Political Parties



MS3 - Voter Registration and Voter Registers

BPl - Eligibility of Electors

BP2 - Purity of Electoral Rolls

BP3 - Ease ofVoter Registration

BP4 - Ease of Access to the Voter Register

BP6 - Ease of Political Participation in Voter Registration

BP7 - Technology-driven Voter Registration

Voter

Registration

4

BP8 - Grievance Bedressal in Voter Registration

5 Electoral

Carnpaigns

MSS - Democratic Electoral Campaigns

MSl'l - Elections, Media, and Voter Education

BPI l - Model Code of Conduct for Carnpaigns

BP19 - Tackling Misinformation and Disinformation in Elec-

tions

BP20 - Regulating Media Campaigns

6 Balloting MS7 - Balloting, including Electronic Voting Machines, Postal

Ballots / Ballot Systems

BPS - Ease of ldentification at the Ballot

BP'I3 - Electronic Voting Machines

BP'14 - Postal Ballot System

BPI5 - Polling Day Operations

MS8 - Counting and Tabulating Results

BPI 6 - Robustness of Counting Process

7 Counting &

Results

B Election Tech-

nology

GT3 - Artificial lntelligence and Elections

MS10 - Election Technology

BP'l 8 - Integrated Technology Platforms

I Election

Observation

MS9 - Electoral Observers

BPIT - lnternational Election Visitors Programme

10 Electoral

Planning & Bisk

GT4 - Risk Management and Electoral Resilience

GT5 - Training and Capacity Building of EMBs

BPl 2 - Maintaining Law and Order

BP25 - Electoral Planning

I

I

I



il Electoral

Finance

GT6 - Sustainable Finance for EMBs and Cost of Elections

MS6 - Campaign Finance and Expenditure

4. About Student Connect - Research Challenge on Democracy and Election
Management

4.1 The key objectives of the competition are:

. To promote academic engagement with the thematic priorities of lndia's Chairship.

. To encourage comparative and cross-country analysis of electoral systems and

practices.

. To develop students' ability to analyse policy frameworks, institutional designs, and

innovations using secondary data. 
'

. To generate knowledge and enhance sensitisation for election management and

democracies worldwide.

a.2 Eligibility

The competition is open to students currently enrolled in Undergraduate (UG) or

Postgraduate (PG) Programmes.

Participants may submit entries either individually or as a team of up to three mem-

bers.

A maximum of three report submissions per individual or team is permitted

4.3 Nature of the Competition:

. Submissions must be based on secondary information collected from credible

sources.

Participants are strongly encouraged to consult the Constitution and legal frame-
work, offrcial websites of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) of different countries,

international organisations, policy institutions, and academic sources.

Submissions are invited under all thematic priorities of lndia's Chairship as men-

tioned in Section 3 of this document.

Each submission must focus on one thematic priority only, in accordance with the

submission limits specified in Section 4.2.



4.4 Submission Requirements:

4.4.'l Content and Analytical Requirements

Each report must adhere to the following requirements;

. The submission must focus on one selected thematic priority.

. The report must include a comparative analysis of at least l0 countries relevant to

the chosen theme.

. Analysis should clearly highlight;

. Legal frameworks, institutional mechanisms, or practices adopted

. lnnovations, challenges, and outcomes

. Cross-country similarities and differences

. All information must be supported by proper citations.

4.4.2 Referencing and Citations

. All sources must be cited within the text as footnotes.

. Each footnote must include:

. Full reference details, and

. The exact web link (URL) of the source used

. Use of credible sources such as EMB websites, official reports, international organi-

sations, and academic publications is strongly encouraged.

. References should follow the American Psychological Association (APA) citation

style (7th edition).

4.4.3 Originality

. Submissions must be original and prepared exclusively for this competition.

. Proper attiibution of all sources is mandatory.

Sso.Slefsim-'via https:/lforms. g!e/GG2oKErHliogDauyv9
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4.5 Submission Details:

Subrnissions must be typed and submitted in PDF format only.

For multiple submissions (allowed upto three submissions), individual/team must
submit the Google Form separately for each report.

The last date for submission of report is 31st March 2026.
T-

No specific word limit is prescribed for submissions.

Reports may include tables, flgures, or diagrams within the lext, wherever relevant,

provided all such material is properly cited.

Any additional submission instructions will be communicated through the official
announcement.

4.6 Prizes, Certificate and Opportunities for Winners

. Prizes will be awarded within each thematic priority, as follows:

. First Prize: t8,000

. Second Prize: {6,000

. Third Prize: {4,000

. Certiftcates of Merit will be issued to prize winners, and Certificates of Participation

will be issued to all eligible participants who submit valid entries.

Select outstanding submissions may be suitably acknowledged in lllDEM publica-

tions or other Chairship-related knowledge outputs during lndia's Chairship, subject

to editorial review.

Selected participants may be invited to participate in programmes, workshops, or

events planned by lllDEII4 during lndia's Chairship.

Some participants may also be invited to appear for an interview for undertaking an

internship with lllDEM for a period of 6-8 weeks, subjegt to organisational require-

ments and selection criteria.

5
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STUDENT CONNECT - RESEARCH CHALLENGE
ON DEMOCRACY AND ELECTION MANAGEMENT
OPEN TO UNDERCRADUATE AND POSTCRADUATE STUDENTS

Take ths ehalle*ge. Coilsp€t*. Research. Win.

Subrnit y'our ccmparaiive research on dernccracy ancr election
rnanagement and earn pi'izes and global recoqn;tion at lilDi\,!

trrls*s tlrertfx &s" 7"5 lakh to fus wrdls$$
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Launch of Research, Academics and Outreach lnitiatives

Context and Background

1,. lndia's Chairship of the Council of Member States of lnternational IDEA - 2026

2. Theme: Democracy for an lnclusive, Peaceful, Resilient and Sustainable World

3. lllDEM as the global training and research institute of the Election Commission of
lndia

4. The launch of these initiatives is in continuation of the lnternational Conference on

lnclusive Elections and Democracy (l|CDEM 2026) held in January 2026 and the
ongoing series of symposiums being organized by lllDEM, aimed at fostering
dialogue, research, and global exchange on contemporary democratic practices.

f_i,p_ t
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Launch of Research, Academic and Outreach lnitiatives

Three lnitiatives by lllDEM
1. Academic Outreach Programme on Democracy and Election Management

2. Student Connect - Research Challenge on Democracy and Election Management

3. lnternational Academic Conference on Democracy a nd Election Management



3.. Academic Outreach
Programme on Democracy
and Election Management
. One-day immersive academic visit for

Students, Researchers and Faculty Members

of Universities at lllDEM

Exposure to lndia's electoral system

Hands-on simulations of electoral processes

lnteraction with election practitioners

Global Perspectives on Electoral

Ma nagement

a

a

a

a

l--



2. Student Connect - Research
Challenge on Democracy
and Election Management

lnternational research competition

Open to Undergraduate and Postgraduate

students

Comparative research aligned with thematic

priorities of lndia's Chairship of lnternational

IDEA

Analytical reports based on global electoral

practices

'@# fi"" fi

STUDENT CONNECT RESEARCH CHALLENGE
ON DEIvIOCRACY AND ELECTION NNANAGEMENT
Opl;N iO UNDEi'ICRADUAT[,{ND pOsT6pADLiATE !i'U[)al'JI':;
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3. International Academic
Conference on Democracy
and Election Management
a Global academic forum bringing together

faculty members and research scholars to

engage in evidence-based dialogue on

democracy and election management.

Encourages policy-relevant and comparative

research bridging academic theory with the

practice of election management.
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3. lnternatlonal Academic
Conference on Democracy
and Election Management

Conference Dates: LSth-Lgth Ju ne 2026

Abstract Deadline: 3L't March ZOZG

Setected papers will be presented at the

Conference (to be held in hybrid mode)

and considered for conference

proceedings and awards.

a

a

a

2028

I I

,+



Thank You

-'--+l- .> t\f



! I

lllDEM invites undergraduate and postgraduate students to participate in Student Connect

- Research Challenge on Democracy and Election Management, a international-level

research competition aimed at fostering rigorous academic engagement with contempo-'

rary issues in democracy and election management.

The competition encourages students to systematically examine, compare, and document

models, standards, and best practices adopted by Election lt'lanagement Bodies (EMBs)

across the world, using credible secondary sources. Through structured comparative

analysis aligned with the thematic priorities of lndia's Chairship of lnternational IDEA, the

initiative seeks to nurture analytical skills, policy-oriented thinking, and evidence-based

research among students.

l. About lllDEM

The Election Commission of lndia has established the lndia lnternational lnstitute of

Democracy and Election Management 0llDEM) as a global resource centre in the field of
democracy and election management. lllDEM is supporting ECl, which has assumed the

Chairship of the Council of Member States of lnternational IDEA for 2026.

For more details, please visit htlp::ri iiiciem.eci.gov.in/

2. About lndia's Chairship of lnternational IDEA

lndia has assumed the Chairship of the Council of Member States of lnternational IDEA for

2026,led by the Chief Election Commissioner of lndia, bringinq a practitioner-led perspec-

tive to global democratic governance. Guided by the theme "Democracy for an inclusive,

peaceful, resilient and sustainable world," rooted in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, the Chair-

ship reflects India's commitment to inclusive and sustainable development while sharing

lessons {ronr the world's largest democracy.
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4.5 Submission Details:

. Submissions must be typed and submitted in PDF format only.

' For multiple submissions (allowed upto three submissions), individual/team must
submit the Google Form separately for each report"

. The last date for submission of report is 3l st March 2026.

. No specific word limit is prescribed for submissions.

' Reporis may include tables, figures, or diagrams within the texl, wherever relevant,
provided all such material is properly cited.

' Any additional submission instructions will be communicated through the offrcial
announcement.

4.6 Prizes, Certificate and Opportunities for Winners

. Prizes will be awarded within each thematic priority, as follows:

. First Prize: t8,000

. Second Prize: 16,000

. Third Prize; t4,000

Certificates of Merit will be issued to prize winners, and Certifrcates of Participation
will be issued to all eligible participants who submit valid entries.

Select outstanding submissions may be suitably acknowledged in lllDEM publica-
tions or other Chairship-related knowledge outputs during lndia's Chairship, subject
to editorial review.

Selected participants rnay be invited to participate in programmes, workshops, or
events planned by lllDEM during lndia's Chairship.

Some participants may atso be invited to appear for an interview for undertaking an

internship with lllDEM for a period of 6-8 weeks, subject to organisational require-

menls and selection criteria.
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Supported by lllDEM in close collaboration with lnternational IDEA, the Chairship is an-
chored in two pillars-Reimagining Democracy for the Future and Strengthening lndepen-

dent and Professional EMBs-with lllDEM coordinating with International IDEA, ECI and

Chief Electoral Officers, other Election Management Bodies for implementation of thematic
priorities.

3. About Thematic Priorities of India's Chairship

The thematic priorities under lndia's Chairship are spread across three implementation

categories:

. Category A (GT): Global Roadmaps, Policy Briefs, Knowledge Products and

Tools

. Category B (MS): Model lnternational Electoral Standards

. Category C (BP): Global Best Practices and lnnovations in Electoral Processes

The thematic priorities have further been grouped as follows:

I Promoting

Democracy

GTI - Democracy that Delivers

GT2 - Democracy in 2050

BP21 - Democracy for Peaceful Co-existence amidst Diversity

BP22 - Democracy for the Empowerment of tvlarginalized

Sections of Society

BP23 - Democracy for Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Devel-

opment

BP24: Democracy for Accelerating Sustainable Development

Goals

MSl - Laws and Bules Governing Electoral Democracies

MS2 - Legal Framework of Election Management Body and

lndependence

2 Legal

Framework

Political

Parties &

Candidates

MS4 - Ballot Access for Political Parties and Candidates

BP9 - Transparency of Elections - Political Parties as Concur-

rent Auditors

BP'l 0 - Regulation of Political Parties

2

I

I



4 Voter

Begistration

MS3 - Voter Begistration and Voter Registers

BP'l - Eligibility of Electors

BP2 - Purity of Electoral Rolls

BP3 - Ease of Voter Registration

BP4 - Ease of Access to the Voter Register

BP6 - Ease of Political Participation in Voter Registration

BP7 - Technology-driven Voter Registration

BP8 - Grievance Redressal in Voter Registration

5 Electoral

Campaigns

MS5 - Democratic Elecloral Campaigns

MS'l | - Elections, Media, and Voter Education

BPI I - Model Code of Conduct for Campaigns

BP19 - Tackling Misinformation and Disinformation in Elec-

tions

BP2O - Regulating Media Campaigns

6 Balloting MS7 - Balloting, including Electronic Voting Machines, Postal

Ballots / Ballot Systems

BP5 - Ease of ldentification at the Ballot

BP13 - Electronic Voting Machines

BPl4 - Postal Ballot System

BP15 - Polling Day Operations

7 Counting &

Results

MS8 - Counting and Tabulating Results

BP16 - Robustness of Counting Process
o Election Tech-

nology

GT3 - Artificial lntelligence and Elections

MSIO - Election Technology

BP'l B - lntegrated Technology Platforms

9 Election

Observation

MS9 - Electoral Observers

BP17 - lnternational Election Visitors Programme

t0 Electoral

Planning & Risk

GT4 - Risk Management and Electoral Resilience

GTS - Training and Capacity Building of EMBs

BPl2 - lvlaintaining Law and Order

BP25 - Electoral Planning
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1t Electoral

Finance

GT6 - Sustainable Finance for EMBs and Cost of Elections

M36 - Campaign Finance and Expenditure

4. About Student Connect - Research Challenge on Democracy and Election
Management

4.I The key objectives of the competition are:

. To promote academic engagement with the thematic priorities of India's Chairship.

. To encourage comparative and cross-country analysis of electoral systems and

practices.

To develop students' ability to analyse policy frameworks, institutional designs, and

innovations using secondary data.

To generate knowledge and enhance sensitisation for election rnanagement and

democracies worldwide.

4.2 Eligibility

. The competition is open to students currently enrolled in Undergraduate (UG) or

Postgraduate (PG) Programmes.

. Participants may submit entries either individually or as a team of up to three mem-

bers.

. A maximum of three report submissions per individual or team is permitted.

4.3 Nature of the Competition:

. Submissions must be based on secondary information collected from credible

sources.

Participants are strongly encouraged to consult the Constitution and legal frame-

work, official websites of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) of different countries,

international organisations, policy institutions, and academic sources.

Submissions are invited under all thematic priorities of lndia's Chairship as men-

tioned in Section 3 of this document.

Each submission must focus on one thematic priority only, in accordance with the

submission limits specified in Section 4.2.
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4.4 Submission Requirements:

4.4.1 Content and Analytical Requirements

Each report must adhere to the following requirements:

. The submission must focus on one selected thematic priority.

' The report must include a comparative analysis of at least I0 countries relevant to

the chosen theme.

. Analysis should clearly highlight;

. Legal frameworks, institutional mechanisms, or practices adopted

. lnnovations, challenges, and outcomes

. Cross-country similarities and differences

. AII information must be suppofied by proper citations.

4.4.2 Referencing and Citations

. All sources must be cited within the text as footnotes.

. Each footnote must include:

. Full reference details, and

. The exact web link (URL) ofthe source used

. Use of credible sources such as EMB websites, official reports, international organi-

sations, and academic publications is strongly encouraged.

. References should follow the American Psychological Association (APA) citation

style (7th edition).

4.4.3 Originality

. Submissions must be original and prepared exclusively for this competition.

. Proper attribution of all sources is mandatory

Google Fprm'via https://forms.gle/GG2oKErHhogDauyv9
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